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THE WATCHMAN’S DANCE
Poems 2004-2009

Mike Doyle has been writing poems of unconventional wisdom, irreverent grace
and transcendent insight for over sixty years.
In his most recent book, we are offered new poems of rigorous beauty, in careful lines
that are at once lucid and subtle, cosmopolitan and possessing a casual forthrightness,
formally serene and full of moral passion, distinguished by a quiet intimiacy and an
intellectual precision. The Watchman’s Dance: Poems 2004-2009 is seamless, deep and
pure, as the poet concedes time’s finalities and triumph and discovers in .the
immediacy of memory and absence of the present a transcendent grace. These poems
find their centre where memories, places, and visions intersect. Mike Doyle is one of our
more significant poets, and all he chooses to tell is told so quietly one marvels at the
transparency of his art. Densely lyrical, restrained yet open, the complexity, variety, and
depth of his work are presented in deceptively simple and disarmingly contemplative
poetry. The Watchman’s Dance is an urgent and imaginitively vigorous book, perhaps
Doyle’s most accessible, mysterious and immediately beautiful book.
Mike Doyle is a poet, critic, biographer and editor. His other work includes William
Carlos Williams and the American Poem (), Richard Aldington: A Biography (),
Paper Trombones (), a journal of his life as a poet in Canada, and Intimate Absences
(), a “Selected Poems” from work up to that date. He has also published critical
essays on Williams, Wallace Stevens, H.D., Irving Layton, Al Purdy and others. He has
received a UNESCO Creative Artist’s Fellowship, an American Council of Learned
Societies Fellowship, a Jessie Mackay (PEN) Award for Poetry. He wrote his book on
Williams while a Research Fellow of American Studies at Yale University. The
Watchman’s Dance is his fifteenth poetry collection.
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